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July	
  24,	
  2012	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  Honorable	
  Joe	
  Pitts	
  
Chairman	
  
Energy	
  &	
  Commerce	
  Committee	
  
Subcommittee	
  on	
  Health	
  
420	
  Cannon	
  House	
  Office	
  Building	
  
Washington,	
  DC	
  20515	
  
	
  
VIA	
  ELECTRONIC	
  DELIVERY	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Chairman	
  Pitts:	
  
	
  
As	
  researchers	
  on	
  the	
  front	
  lines	
  working	
  to	
  discover	
  therapies	
  to	
  prevent	
  and	
  treat	
  Alzheimer's	
  disease	
  and	
  
dementia,	
  we	
  are	
  writing	
  to	
  request	
  that	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  committee	
  convene	
  a	
  hearing	
  to	
  examine	
  the	
  
government's	
  implementation	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Plan	
  to	
  Address	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  made	
  our	
  
collective	
  life's	
  work	
  the	
  discovery	
  of	
  the	
  means	
  to	
  prevent	
  and	
  treat	
  Alzheimer’s	
  disease	
  and	
  related	
  
dementias.	
  Indeed	
  we	
  feel	
  so	
  strongly	
  about	
  achieving	
  the	
  National	
  Plan's	
  first	
  goal	
  of	
  preventing	
  and	
  
effectively	
  treating	
  this	
  horrific	
  disease	
  by	
  2025	
  that	
  we	
  have	
  organized	
  ResearchersAgainstAlzheimer’s,	
  a	
  
unified	
  voice	
  of	
  researchers,	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  marshal	
  the	
  energy,	
  resources,	
  and	
  vision	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  needed	
  to	
  do	
  
so.	
  	
  
	
  
Congress	
  has	
  recognized	
  the	
  need	
  for	
  a	
  coordinated	
  national	
  effort	
  to	
  defeat	
  Alzheimer's	
  disease.	
  	
  Now	
  that	
  
the	
  first-­‐ever	
  national	
  plan	
  has	
  been	
  released,	
  the	
  challenge	
  before	
  all	
  of	
  us	
  –	
  governmental	
  and	
  non-­‐
governmental	
  entities	
  –	
  is	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  strategies	
  and	
  actions	
  faithfully	
  and	
  with	
  alacrity.	
  	
  By	
  engaging	
  
in	
  appropriate	
  and	
  thorough	
  oversight	
  of	
  the	
  implementation	
  efforts	
  –	
  including	
  the	
  work	
  of	
  non-­‐
governmental	
  entities	
  –	
  Congress	
  will	
  hold	
  all	
  parties	
  to	
  account	
  and	
  maximize	
  the	
  likelihood	
  of	
  keeping	
  the	
  
plan	
  on	
  track.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  know	
  your	
  committee	
  has	
  many	
  issues	
  before	
  it,	
  but	
  we	
  strongly	
  believe	
  that	
  holding	
  a	
  hearing	
  this	
  fall	
  
–	
  just	
  shy	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  year	
  anniversary	
  of	
  Congress's	
  bi-­‐partisan	
  enactment	
  of	
  the	
  National	
  Alzheimer's	
  
Project	
  Act	
  –	
  will	
  send	
  an	
  important	
  message	
  to	
  government	
  agencies,	
  academia,	
  industry,	
  researchers	
  and	
  
other	
  stakeholders	
  that	
  Congress	
  too	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  this	
  cause.	
  	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  230	
  members	
  of	
  ResearchersAgainstAlzheimer's	
  and	
  the	
  more	
  than	
  five	
  million	
  Americans	
  
suffering	
  from	
  Alzheimer’s	
  disease	
  and	
  the	
  millions	
  more	
  family	
  caregivers,	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  considering	
  this	
  
request.	
  If	
  you	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  discuss	
  this	
  issue	
  further,	
  please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  contact	
  Dr.	
  Bruce	
  Lamb	
  at	
  
btlamb1@researchersagainstalzheimers.org.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  
Founding	
  Members	
  of	
  ResearchersAgainstAlzheimer’s	
  
*	
  Affiliations	
  are	
  for	
  identification	
  purposes	
  only	
  and	
  do	
  not	
  necessarily	
  represent	
  the	
  endorsement	
  of	
  the	
  
affiliated	
  institution	
  
	
  
Marilyn	
  Albert,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director	
  of	
  the	
  Division	
  of	
  Cognitive	
  Neuroscience	
  in	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Johns	
  Hopkins	
  
University	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Johns	
  Hopkins	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Research	
  Center	
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David	
  Bennett,	
  M.D.	
  
Robert	
  C.	
  Borwell	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neurological	
  Sciences	
  and	
  Director,	
  Rush	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Center	
  
	
  
Jeffrey	
  Cummings,	
  M.D.	
  
Director,	
  Cleveland	
  Clinic	
  Lou	
  Ruvo	
  Center	
  for	
  Brain	
  Health	
  
	
  
Steve	
  DeKosky,	
  M.D.	
  
Dean,	
  University	
  of	
  Virginia	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Rachelle	
  Doody,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director,	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  and	
  Memory	
  Disorder	
  Center,	
  Baylor	
  College	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Howard	
  Fillit,	
  M.D.	
  
Executive	
  Director,	
  Alzheimer's	
  Drug	
  Discovery	
  Foundation	
  
	
  
David	
  Holtzman,	
  M.D.	
  
Chair,	
  Department	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Washington	
  University,	
  St.	
  Louis	
  
	
  
Bruce	
  Lamb,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Staff	
  Scientist,	
  Department	
  of	
  Neurosciences,	
  The	
  Lerner	
  Research	
  Institute,	
  The	
  Cleveland	
  Clinic	
  
Foundation	
  
	
  
David	
  Morgan,	
  Ph.D.	
  
CEO,	
  Byrd	
  Alzheimer's	
  Institute,	
  University	
  of	
  South	
  Florida	
  
	
  
Ron	
  Petersen,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director,	
  Mayo	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Research	
  Center	
  
	
  
Rudy	
  Tanzi,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director,	
  Genetics	
  and	
  Aging	
  Research	
  Unit,	
  MassGeneral	
  Institute	
  for	
  Neurodegenerative	
  Disease	
  &	
  Joseph	
  
P.	
  and	
  Rose	
  F.	
  Kennedy	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Harvard	
  Medical	
  School	
  
	
  
John	
  Trojanowski,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Co-­‐Director,	
  Center	
  for	
  Neurodegenerative	
  Disease	
  Research	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  
Center,	
  University	
  of	
  Pennsylvania	
  
	
  
Michael	
  Weiner,	
  M.D.	
  
Director	
  of	
  the	
  Center	
  for	
  Imaging	
  of	
  Neurodegenerative	
  Disease,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Veteran's	
  Administration	
  
Medical	
  Center	
  and	
  Professor	
  of	
  Medicine,	
  Radiology,	
  Psychiatry,	
  and	
  Neurology,	
  University	
  of	
  California,	
  
San	
  Francisco	
  
	
  
Additional	
  Signatories	
  of	
  ResearchersAgainstAlzheimer’s	
  
	
  
Adeboye	
  Adejare,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  the	
  Sciences	
  
	
  
Paul	
  Aisen,	
  M.D.	
  
Director,	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Cooperative	
  Study	
  
	
  
Melissa	
  Alldred,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Research	
  Scientist,	
  Nathan	
  Kline	
  Institute	
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Angels	
  Almenar-­‐Queralt,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Project	
  Scientist,	
  UCSD	
  
	
  
Brian	
  Appleby,	
  M.D.	
  
Cleveland	
  Clinic	
  Foundation	
  
	
  
Ganesh	
  Babulal	
  
Postdoctoral	
  Fellow,	
  Washington	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Steve	
  Balsis,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Texas	
  A&M	
  University	
  
	
  
James	
  Bamburg,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Colorado	
  State	
  University	
  
	
  
Claudiu	
  Bandea,	
  PH.D.	
  
Scientist,	
  Centers	
  for	
  Disease	
  Control	
  and	
  Prevention	
  
	
  
Steven	
  Barger,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Geriatrics	
  and	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neurobiology	
  and	
  Developmental	
  Sciences,	
  University	
  of	
  Arkansas	
  
for	
  Medicinal	
  Sciences	
  
	
  
Annelise	
  Barron,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Stanford	
  University	
  
	
  
Randall	
  Bateman,	
  M.D.	
  
Washington	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Martin	
  Berg	
  
Research	
  Scientist,	
  Nathan	
  S.	
  Kline	
  Institute	
  for	
  Psychiatric	
  Research	
  
	
  
Ilya	
  Bezprozvanny,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Physiology,	
  Carl	
  J.	
  and	
  Hortense	
  M.	
  Thomsen	
  Chair	
  in	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Research,	
  UT	
  
Southwestern	
  Medical	
  Center	
  	
  
	
  
Kiran	
  Bhaskar,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Project	
  Staff	
  Scientist,	
  Cleveland	
  Clinic	
  
	
  
Narayan	
  Bhat,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Neurosciences,	
  Medical	
  University	
  of	
  South	
  Carolina	
  
	
  
Lester	
  Binder,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Feinberg	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine,	
  Northwestern	
  University	
  
	
  
Gal	
  Bitan,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  UCLA	
  
	
  
Darren	
  Boehning,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Texas	
  Medical	
  Branch,	
  Southwestern	
  Medical	
  Center	
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Adam	
  Boxer,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  UCSF	
  Memory	
  and	
  Aging	
  Center	
  
	
  
John	
  Breitner,	
  M.D.	
  
Director,	
  Center	
  for	
  Studies	
  on	
  Prevention	
  of	
  AD,	
  Douglas	
  Mental	
  Health	
  Research	
  Institute	
  (Canada)	
  
	
  
Kurt	
  Brunden,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Research	
  Professor;	
  Director	
  of	
  Drug	
  Discovery,	
  Center	
  for	
  Neurodegenerative	
  Disease	
  Research,	
  University	
  
of	
  Pennsylvania	
  
	
  
Guojun	
  Bu,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Neuroscience,	
  Mayo	
  Clinic	
  
	
  
Kathleen	
  Buckwalter,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  Emerita,	
  University	
  of	
  Iowa	
  
	
  
Jeffrey	
  Burns,	
  M.D.	
  
Edward	
  H.	
  Hashinger	
  Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Kansas	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Mnerva	
  Carrasquillo,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neuroscience,	
  Mayo	
  Clinic	
  Jacksonville	
  
	
  
Banghwa	
  Casado,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Maryland,	
  School	
  of	
  Social	
  Work	
  
	
  
Gang	
  Chen,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Nanjing	
  University	
  of	
  Chinese	
  Medicine	
  (China)	
  
	
  
Yuzhi	
  Chen,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Arkansas	
  for	
  Medical	
  Sciences	
  
	
  
John	
  Cirrito,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Washington	
  University	
  
	
  
Scott	
  Counts,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Rush	
  University	
  Medical	
  Center	
  
	
  
Bernadette	
  Cusack,	
  	
  
Technology	
  Development	
  Liaison,	
  Mayo	
  Clinic	
  
	
  
Peter	
  Davies,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director,	
  Litwin-­‐Zucker	
  Center,	
  Feinstein	
  Institute	
  for	
  Medical	
  Research	
  
	
  
Charles	
  DeCarli,	
  M.D.	
  
Director,	
  UC	
  Davis	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Center	
  
	
  
Chad	
  Dickey,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  USF	
  Health	
  Byrd	
  Alzheimer's	
  Institute	
  
	
  
Kelly	
  Dineley,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Texas	
  Medical	
  Branch	
  at	
  Galveston	
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Karen	
  Duff,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Columbia	
  University	
  
	
  
Vicor	
  Dyakin,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Scientist,	
  NKI	
  
	
  
Gregory	
  Einhorn,	
  Ph.D.	
  
V.P.	
  Intellectual	
  Property,	
  American	
  Life	
  Science	
  Pharmaceuticals	
  Inc.	
  
	
  
Kirk	
  Erickson,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Pittsburgh	
  
	
  
Patrick	
  Flaherty,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Medicinal	
  Chemistry,	
  Department	
  of	
  Medicinal	
  Chemistry,	
  Mylan	
  School	
  of	
  Pharmacy	
  
	
  
Yuan	
  Fu,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Research	
  Fellow,	
  Mayo	
  Clinic	
  
	
  
Ken-­‐ichiro	
  Fukuchi,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  and	
  Researcher,	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  College	
  of	
  Medicine	
  at	
  Peoria	
  
	
  
Ari	
  Gafni,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Michigan	
  
	
  
Gunda	
  Georg,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Minnesota	
  
	
  
Nupur	
  Ghoshal,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Washington	
  University	
  
	
  
Othman	
  Ghribi,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  North	
  Dakota	
  Medical	
  School	
  
	
  
Ezio	
  Giacobini,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Geriatrics,	
  University	
  of	
  Geneva	
  (Switzerland)	
  
	
  
Gary	
  Gibson,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Weill	
  Cornell	
  Medical	
  College	
  /	
  Burke	
  Medical	
  Research	
  Institute	
  
	
  
Stephen	
  D.	
  Ginsberg,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Nathan	
  Kline	
  Institute/NYU	
  Langone	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Allison	
  Goate,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Genetics	
  in	
  Psychiatry,	
  Washington	
  University	
  School	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Whitney	
  	
  Goebel	
  
Washington	
  University	
  in	
  St.	
  Louis	
  
	
  
Todd	
  Golde,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director,	
  Center	
  for	
  Translational	
  Research	
  in	
  Neurodegenerative	
  Disease,	
  University	
  of	
  Florida	
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Paul	
  Gottschall,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Arkansas	
  for	
  Medical	
  Sciences	
  
	
  
Paul	
  Grammas,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Executive	
  Director,	
  Garrison	
  Institute	
  on	
  Aging,	
  Texas	
  Tech	
  University,	
  Health	
  Sciences	
  Center	
  
	
  
Barry	
  Greenberg,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director	
  of	
  Strategy,	
  Toronto	
  Dementia	
  Research	
  Alliance	
  
	
  
Sue	
  Halliday,	
  	
  
Principal,	
  Adult	
  Healthcare	
  Resources,	
  LLC	
  
	
  
Richard	
  Hartman,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Loma	
  Linda	
  University	
  
	
  
James	
  Hazel	
  
Senior	
  Clinical	
  Scientist,	
  Bristol-­‐Myers	
  Squibb	
  
	
  
Denise	
  Head,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  Psychology	
  Department,	
  Washinton	
  University	
  
	
  
Elizabeth	
  Head,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Kentucky	
  
	
  
Theresa	
  Heath	
  	
  
Senior	
  Director,	
  BARC	
  Global	
  Central	
  Laboratory	
  
	
  
Stef	
  Heylen,	
  M.D.	
  
Head,	
  Janssen	
  Alzheimer	
  Immunotherapy	
  
	
  
Diana	
  Himmelstein,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Postdoctoral	
  Associate,	
  Northwestern	
  University	
  
	
  
Nancy	
  Hodgson,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Johns	
  Hopkins	
  University	
  
	
  
Oliver	
  Holmes,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Brigham	
  and	
  Women's	
  Hospital	
  
	
  
Greg	
  Hook,	
  Ph.D.	
  
VP	
  Alzheimer's	
  Research	
  and	
  General	
  Counsel,	
  American	
  Life	
  Science	
  Pharmaceuticals	
  
	
  
Vivian	
  Hook,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Univ.	
  of	
  Calif.,	
  San	
  Diego	
  
	
  
Joanna	
  Jankowsky,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor	
  of	
  Neuroscience,	
  Baylor	
  College	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Shen	
  Jie,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Harvard	
  Medical	
  School	
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Inga	
  Kadish,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Alabama	
  at	
  Birmingham	
  
	
  
Sunnie	
  Kenowsky,	
  	
  
Co-­‐director,	
  Fisher	
  Alzheimer's	
  Disease	
  Program,	
  CoE	
  BA	
  NYUSOM	
  NYULMC	
  
	
  
Jungsu	
  Kim,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Department	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Washington	
  University	
  
	
  
Michael	
  King,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Scientist,	
  University	
  of	
  Florida	
  College	
  of	
  Medicine	
  
	
  
Richard	
  Kline,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Senior	
  Research	
  Scientist,	
  NYU	
  Langone	
  Medical	
  Center	
  
	
  
David	
  Knopman,	
  M.D.	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Neurology,	
  Mayo	
  Clinic	
  
	
  
Radosveta	
  Koldamova,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Pittsburgh	
  
	
  
Walter	
  Kukull,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Director,	
  National	
  Alzheimer's	
  Coordinating	
  Center;	
  Professor	
  of	
  Epidemiology,	
  University	
  of	
  Washington	
  
	
  
Jeffrey	
  Labasi	
  
Senior	
  Research	
  Scientist,	
  Bristol-­‐Myers	
  Squibb	
  
	
  
Mary	
  Jo	
  LaDu,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  of	
  Anatomy	
  and	
  Cell	
  Biology,	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  Chicago	
  
	
  
Frank	
  LaFerla,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor	
  and	
  Chair,	
  UC	
  Irvine	
  
	
  
Gary	
  Landreth,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  Case	
  Western	
  Reserve	
  University	
  
	
  
Kenneth	
  Langa,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Michigan	
  
	
  
Orly	
  Lazarov,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  The	
  University	
  of	
  Illinois	
  at	
  Chicago	
  
	
  
Edward	
  Lee,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Pennsylvania	
  
	
  
Gloria	
  Lee,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Iowa	
  
	
  
Hyoung-­‐gon	
  Lee,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Assistant	
  Professor,	
  Case	
  Western	
  Reserve	
  University	
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Ju-­‐Hyun	
  Lee,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Clinical	
  Instructor,	
  Nathan	
  Kline	
  Institute	
  
	
  
Iliya	
  Lefterov,	
  M.D.,	
  Ph.D.	
  
Associate	
  Professor,	
  University	
  of	
  Pittsburgh,	
  Graduate	
  School	
  of	
  Public	
  Health	
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